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The six poets from Miriam's Kitchen are from left: Ricky Balthrop, David Harris,
Darlene Ferguson, Eugene Talbot, Adlai Hatcher and Randall Cook.

Homeless Captivate With Poetry

By DANIEL WHELAN
THe CONNECTION

ix homeless people from

Washington, D.C. capti-

vated aver 70 high school
students with poetry at the Vienna
Presbyterian Church on a recent
Sunday night.

The five men and one woman
belong to Miriam’s Poets, a poetry
workshop run by the Washington
D.C, breakfast program, Miriam's
Kitchen. The poets meet each
week to discuss and write poetry. !
They also perform readings at lo-
cal businesses, universities, and
schools to educate the public on
homelessness,

“Like you, I grew up with a sub-
urban middle class background. I
had no idea I would end up like
this," said David Harris to the au-
dience of teenagers.

Harris—youngest of the six po-
ets at 39— In a grey hooded
sweatshirt, bent glasses and a flow
of ragged hair from chin to scalp,
opened the reading with his poem
“Majestic Hands," which uses the
imagery of a homeless woman's
weathered hands to describe her
life, from cradling kittens and ba-
bies to reaching for spare change
from strangers.

His second poem, “Elizabeth

- Anne,” addressed the power of

friendship and love:

A hike into her mountains
reveals

there is hope, there is home
there is peace

for me, and for all who suffer
and in her presence, [ feel

one step closer
to the God who hears her
prayers every morning

WHEN HARRIS FINISHED, the
teenagers applauded enthusiasti-
cally.

“I was so impressed at how he
could see so much good in another
human being,” said Becca Rattray,
a ninth-grader at Thomas
Jeiferson High School.

Harris was followed by Ricky
Balthrop, Darlene Ferguson, Eu-
gene Talbot, Adlai Hatcher, and
Randall Cook. The poets shared
not only poems, but life experi-
ences and perspectives on spiritu-
ality, family, politics, growing up,
and personal relationships.

“I could see the wheels turning
in the minds of the kids,” said
Daniel Eagan, senior high director
of the church's student ministry.
Eagan and Student Ministry Direc-

High school students listen attentively to poetry at the
Vienna Presbyterian Church

tor Eric De Vries bring small
groups of students to Miriam’s
Kitchen weekly at 5:30 a.m. to
help prepare breakfast.

“Most kids who live out in these
areas rarely meet or talk to any-
one who is homeless,” said Scott
Schenkelberg, executive director
of Miriam’s Kitchen. “These pro-
grams are a way for people to find
empathy for homeless people—to
understand that they are creative,
talented people who, for some rea-
son or another, have become
homeless.”

Even students like Sarah Verley,
who volunteers regularly at
Miriam’s Kitchen, found a greater
appreciation for homeless people.

“I just see them differently now,”
said Verley, a ninth-grader at Madi-
son High School.

“I was amazed at how much ex-
perience they have all had, how
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